
WHAT IS THE IRC?
A global leader in humanitarian relief for 75 years, the International Rescue 
Committee is at work in 25 countries offering help and hope to refugees and 
others uprooted by violence and oppression.  During crises, IRC teams provide 
health care, shelter, clean water, sanitation, learning and healing programs 
for children and special aid for women. As conflicts subside, the IRC stays 
to revive livelihoods and help shattered communities recover and rebuild. 
We also help resettle refugees admitted into the United States. A tireless 
advocate for the world’s most vulnerable people, the IRC is committed to 
restoring hope, dignity and opportunity.  

Become a partner in IRC’s lifesaving work. 
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From Harm to Home



Darfur remains one of the world’s worst humanitarian crises. Now in its fifth year, there is no end in sight to the 
suffering of civilians. More than 200,000 people have died in the conflict since 2003 and more than 2.5 million 
have been driven from their homes. People continue to be uprooted by ongoing violence and chaos — increasing 
the number of arrivals at already overcrowded displacement camps. Attacks on relief workers have also escalated, 
making it harder to deliver critical aid to hundreds of thousands of people dependent on international assistance 
for survival. Across the border in Chad, the 250,000 refugees who sought safety there are losing hope of returning 
home any time soon. The International Rescue Committee has called on all parties to commit to a ceasefire and 
engage in sustained dialogue. In the meantime, the IRC continues to be a lifeline to some 800,000 people from 
Darfur, maintaining one of the largest humanitarian aid programs in the region. 

• Supports five camp-based primary health care facilities in Darfur 
and many smaller clinics that treat 1,500 patients a day. We also 
train doctors, midwives and community health workers.

• Provides clean drinking water, sanitation services and health and 
hygiene education to reduce water-born diseases and prevent the 
spread of disease. 

• Educates and protects thousands of children every day through 
83 “child-friendly spaces” where IRC-trained teachers offer young 
people educational, healing and recreational activities in safe and 
nurturing environments.

• Runs nine Women’s Community Centers in Darfur that provide 
emotional support services, skills building workshops and medical 
referrals to thousands of women and girls, many of them survivors 
of sexual violence.

• Operates six Justice and Confidence Centers where paralegal 
volunteers provide legal advice. We also train community leaders, 
law enforcement personnel, village elders and leaders of local 
organizations on human rights and refugee law. 

• Manages a camp in northeastern Chad for 26,000 refugees from 
Darfur, providing shelter, medical care, school programs, youth 
activities, clean water, sanitation and other basic services.

• Advocates for the people of Darfur, raising awareness about 
their plight and protection needs and pressing for international 
engagement to forge a peaceful solution to the crisis.
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